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Desktop Publishing
By Dick Maybach, Brookdale Computer User Group
www.bcug.com
n2nd (at) att.net

Modern word processors have extensive formatting capabilities, but if you produce posters, newsletters, or brochures, you may need a competent desktop publishing program such as Scribus, https://www.scribus.net/. You begin with the text, created by a word processor, and graphics, created by a graphics program, and use the desktop publisher to organize them into a poster, leaflet, or newsletter. Scribus is open source and free; you can easily experiment with it to see if it fits your needs. Regardless of your desktop publishing software, you will still need a good word processor for its spelling, grammar, style checking, and graphics programs to generate artwork and edit images. A desktop publisher is strictly for layout; it provides little help in developing content.

Desktop publishing is a complex process, and learning to do it well requires considerable effort. So here, I'll only introduce Scribus to help you decide if you need such a tool. The first example is a poster, shown in Figure 1; the detailed directions are in the Scribus Quick Start Guide section of its help document or at https://wiki.scribus.net/canvas/Help:Manual_Quickstart. 

[image: ]
Figure 1. Scribus Poster.

Figure 2 shows the Scribus window for the same poster. Note the black rectangles, called "frames," that enclose its elements. Selecting one will highlight it and allow you to make changes, for example editing its content, adjusting its size, or moving it. Each frame also has a level. Here the lowest level frame is the gray background, and the next higher is the portrait. As a result, the portrait hides the portion of the background that it covers.

[image: ]
Figure 2. Scribus Window for the Poster.

Learning to use Scribus can be challenging since you must unlearn some word-processor habits you've used for years. If you look carefully at the menu bars, you'll see that they resemble those of an image processor, such as GIMP, more closely than those of a word processor, such as LibreOffice. This isn't surprising, given the tasks performed by a desktop publisher. It takes text and images created by other tools, modifies their properties (sizes, fonts, colors), and places them on a canvas.

Many tools are accessed from auxiliary windows such as the one shown in Figure 3, which shows the frame's properties that contain "Painting the Dutch Golden Century." Frames can be sized and placed by dragging, but it's more accurate, if slower, to enter the numbers in the property window, where you can also define other attributes.

[image: ]
Figure 3. Properties of the "Painting the Dutch Golden Century" Frame.

Scribus has a simple text editor called a story editor, Figure 4, with similar but simpler tools as in your word processor. However, it's not quite WYSIWYG, as text effects don't appear in the editor window but only on the main display. You will import most text from a word processor document and use the story editor only for very short items, such as titles.

[image: ]
Figure 4. Scribus Text Editor.

This poster could also have been created with a photo editor, such as GIMP. You would probably crop and touch up the image as a first step, and adding some text using the same tool wouldn't be difficult. Someone familiar with both tools would probably find it easier to use a desktop publishing program for the latter, but you could obtain comparable results using only GIMP.

Our following example is a brochure, described at http://archive.flossmanuals.net/_booki/scribus-2/scribus-2.pdf. Again, this is a single sheet, printed on the front and back, and folded into thirds, so that you see a cover with a title and a graphic, which you open to see three columns of text, with a fourth on the back, Figure 5.

[image: ]
Figure 5. Brochure.

Figure 6 shows Scribus with the brochure open. Note the arrows linking the text frames, which means that the overflow continues in the next frame when a window fills.
[image: ]
Figure 6. Scribus Editing a Brochure.

You could create this using a capable word processor, such as LibreOffice, although formatting the pages would be a bit tricky. Someone comfortable with both programs would probably choose to format the brochure using desktop publishing.

The above two examples could have been developed using an image and a word processor. However, let's now look at one that requires desktop publishing, described at https://wiki.scribus.net/canvas/Get_Started_with_Scribus. This is a six-page brochure with a complex mix of images, text, and graphics, Figure 7.

[image: ]
Figure 7. Six-page Brochure.

Figure 8 shows the Scribus view of page 4, which has several text boxes. Note the arrow coming into the two-column box on the right, showing its text continued from a previous page. The page header is a text box overlaying a second one filled with red. The lower left box forces the one on its right to wrap around it. It uses different styles than the others. The upper left box also has its own style. The page could be formatted with a word processor, but it's much easier with desktop publishing.

[image: ]
Figure 8. Brochure, Page Four.

The "Getting There" box at the bottom left illustrates another difference between Scribus and a word processor. Text in a Scribus text box has no margin space. So this is really two boxes, a rectangle with a tinted background and a slightly smaller text box to set the margins. The same technique was used on page three to set the white space around the graphic at the bottom right, which a slightly larger box behind it to create some space.

Creating the page of Figure 9 with either an image or a word processor would be very tedious. Of course, it was developed more to show some desktop publishing capabilities than to communicate effectively. Actually, constructing this is simple. There is a single large graphic, a number seven, with some rectangular text boxes layered on top of it, plus a number of text boxes with various shapes, connected by red lines, and finally, the header and footer. This page's layout is different from the others, and it has a separate template.
[image: ]
Figure 9. Brochure, Page Five.

Like most desktop publishing software, Scribus is complex and requires learning time and effort. In this short article, I can only introduce it enough to help you to decide if it's worth your time to investigate. The program is available from the website listed at the beginning of this article. Be sure you get the stable version, currently 1.4.8, as it will best match the available documentation. (The examples in this article used 1.5.5, a development version, which added some adventure to its writing.) Working through the three examples above will get you started, provided you download the source material and create the documents. Stay flexible, as most tutorials are fairly old, and you will find some differences between them and the current program.
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Gutenberg was bori in the German city
fof Mainz, Rhine-Main area, the

Gatat he assizes n Torgery

ases."[20] lothing is now known of Gutenberg's

lyoungest son of the patrician merchant
[Friele Gensfleisch zur Laden, and his
Isecond wife, Else Wyrich, who was the
ldaughter of a shopkeeper. Itis
lassumed that he was baptized in the
larea close to his birthplace of St.
(Christoph.[16] According to some
laccounts, Friele was a goldsmith for the|
bbishop at Mainz, but most likely, he was
involved in the cloth trade. [17]
(Gutenberg's year of birth is not
lprecisely known, but it was sometime
between the years of 1394 and 1404. In|
the 1890s the city of Mainz declared his
official and symbolic date of birth to be
Liune 24, 1400.[18]

lJohn Lienhard, technology historian,
lsays "Most of Gutenberg's early life is a
imystery. His father worked with the
lecclesiastic mint. Gutenberg grew up
knowing the trade of goldsmithing."[19]
[This is supported by historian Heinrich
Wallau, who adds, "In the 14th and 15th
lcenturies his [ancestors] claimed a
hereditary position as ... retainers of the
household of the master of the
larchiepiscopal mint. In this capacity,
ithey doubtless acquired considerable
knowledge and technical skill in metal
Working. They supplied the mint with

IWallau adds, "His surname was
fderived from the house inhabited by his
Jather and his patemal ancestors 'zu
Laden, zu Gutenberg'. The house of
{Gansfleisch was one of the patician
Jamilies of the town, tracing its lineage
ack to the thirteenth century."[20]
Patricians (the wealthy and political
ielite) in Mainz were often named after
houses they owned. Around 1427, the
fame zu Gutenberg, after the family
ouse in Mainz, is documented to have
been used for the first time.[17]

iAs a result, the Gutenbergs are thought
Jo have moved to Ettville am Rhein
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Juhere the family probably had
iconnections."[20] He is assumed to
ave studied at the University of Erfurt,
here there is a record of the

nrolment of a student called Johannes

fe for the next fiteen years, but in

arch 1434, a letter by him indicates
hat he was living in Strasbourg, where
e had some relatives on his mother's
ide. He also appears to have been a
joldsmith member enrolled in the
trasbourg millia. In 1437, there is
vidence that he was instructing a
ealthy tradesman on polishing gems,
ut where he had acquired this
nowledge is unknown. In 1436/37 his
ame also comes up in court in
-onnection with a broken promise of
arriage to a woman from Strasbourg,
nnelin.[23] Whether the marriage
ctually took place is not recorded.
ollowing his father's death in 1419, he
s mentioned in the inheritance
roceedings.

the metal to be coined, changed the
\various species of coins, and had a

e Altavilla in 1418—Altavilla is the

atin form of Eltville am Rhein.[21][22]
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